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Knowledge Matters! The Government of Canada wants you to 

have the opportunity to acquire the skills and learning needed to 
participate in a knowledge-based economy. CanLearn Interactive can 
help you achieve your learning goals and develop to your full potential. 
CanLearn Interactive is a one-stop, online resource for information 
and interactive tools designed to help you decide what and where to 
study and how to cover the costs. 


The tools and information on CanLearn Interactive are excellent 
resources for students, guidance counsellors, teachers and 
advisors. To receive free copies of this CanLearn Interactive 
publication visit www.canlearn.ca for contact information or email 
us at info@canlearn.ca 
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Mapping Your Learning Direction—Making Informed Decisions 


Money, Money, Money—Strategies for Financing Your Education 


Living the Life—Tips for Everyday Student Living 


You Need a Plan!—The CanLearn Interactive Checklist 


| Knowledge Matters 


The more education and skills a person has, the greater the likelihood of 
getting a job, earning a good income and developing a career. 


LIBRAASS 


When it comes to education, careful planning can mean the difference between surviving | 
the future and thriving in it. After you have chosen your ideal field of study, it is Important to 
select a post-secondary education institution that offers the perfect program for you—a task 
that can be simplified with the resources found at CanLearn Interactive (www.canlearn.ca). 


Tools to Help You Make Informed Decisions 


Find It! 


CanLearn Interactive's CEGEPs, Colleges, and 
Universities Search and Program Search are 
databases holding over 15,000 post-secondary 
programs offered across Canada. These databases 
let you explore your education options and provide 
detailed information about educational institutions 
that match your needs. 


Any Questions? 


The CanLearn Interactive Online Counsellor holds 
hundreds of archived questions and answers on 
topics about academic programs, admissions, 
career options, the employment market and more. 
If you dont find what you're looking for in the 
archives, email a question to the Online Counsellor 
and receive a personal reply within 72 hours. 


Do It! 


Use information from the CEGEPs, Colleges, and 
Universities Search, the Program Search and the 
Online Counsellor to help you build your plan. 
Then, visit an education or career counsellor 

in person at a school or employment centre near 
you to discuss your plan and your next steps. 


Knowledge Matters 


Post-secondary education is the key to better 
jobs, higher incomes and individual job 
security. The numbers speak for themselves: 


Jobs requiring a high school diploma will 
earn an average of $18,500 a year, while 
those requiring a college diploma an average 
of $24,100, and those with a university 
degree an average of $34,800. Check out 
www.jobfutures.ca for more information 
on potential earnings and the rate of return 
on your learning investment. 


Find all of these tools and mo 3t 


www.canlearn.c 


Where and how you search for money to pay your way through school is critical to your 
financial well-being. Using a last minute random blitz approach to scrounging-up money is 
about as effective as hastily reading class notes prior to finals. A simple plan will take you 


an loliUirtner: 


Strategies for Financing Your Education 


First there are all the expenses: rent, utilities, food, textbooks, transportation, tuition and 
entertainment. Then there's keeping track of all your resources: savings, job earnings, 
money from parents and guardians... Find all the information and tools you need to 
strategize your financial plan at CanLearn Interactive (www.canlearn.ca). 


Student Financial Planner 


Estimate how much money you have and how much 
money you will need using CanLearn Interactive's 
suite of interactive budgeting tools. 


Getting the Money You Need 


Many Canadians equate student financing with 
student loans. Think outside the loan! CanLearn 
Interactive can help you develop a simple, strategic 
plan by providing you with valuable information 
about grants, bursaries, student employment and 
summer and part-time work. 


Looking for a job? 


Knowledge matters—not only 
the knowledge you gain from 
school, but also the practical 
knowledge you develop from 
working or volunteering, and 
the self-knowledge that comes 
as you focus on the job of 
finding a job. 


Scholarship Search 


Want to know Canada’s best-kept learning secret? 
There are thousands of scholarships, awards and 
grants available to help finance your education. 
Use the Scholarship Search, a free online search, 
to see what you may be eligible for. There could be 
a scholarship out there with your name on it. 


Debt-Free Guide 


Ever wonder where all your money went? You seem 
to have enough coming in, but it just doesn't seem 
to last until the end of the month. Check out the 
Debt-Free Guide for advice on money management, 
including tips on everyday frugal living, banking, 
income taxes, and student investing. 


Ci CanLearn Quick Tip 


Visit the National Student Loans Service Centre 
at www.canlearn.ca for information about student 
loans and Canada Study Grants. 


Find all of these tools and more at 


www.canlearn.ca 


Because student life is not limited to exams and studying, CanLearn Interactive 
(www.canlearn.ca) offers practical information to help you in your everyday life, 


including tips on cutting costs, buying school supplies and still having enough left 


over for entertainment. 


Housing 


Finding your first apartment and moving out on 
your own is an exciting time, but having your own 
place can mean big changes in the way you live. 
Visit CanLearn Interactive's Housing section for 
information about choosing a place to live (both 
on and off campus) and making it a home. 


Ci CanLearn Quick Tip 


Let's make a deal. If you rent a room in a house, 
you may be able to work out an arrangement to 
lower your expenses. For instance, you could offer 
to cut the lawn or shovel the snow in exchange 
for free use of the laundry facilities or a reduction 
in rent. 


Food 


In many cases, new students are making their first 
solo trek through the supermarket—a trek marked 
by a lack of experience in meal planning: How 
much to spend? What to buy? What to do with it 
once it is bought? CanLearn Interactive's Food 
section offers simple tactics and techniques, such 
as choosing a supermarket and how to store 
leftovers safely so you can load your cart with a 
mountain of delicious, good-quality food and save 
a bundle in the process. 


Ci CanLearn Quick Tip 


Dining out on the town? Consider eating out at 
lunch rather than dinner. Restaurants often have 
a lunch menu or buffet almost identical to the one 
they serve at dinner, only at a much lower price! 


When it comes to buying school supplies, it’s easy 
to end up paying more than you want—especially 

if you wait until everyone else is scrambling for 

the same books and materials you are. Check out 
CanLearn Interactive's Supplies section to help you 
save money on back-to-school shopping. 


Computer Sense. Shop around and compare prices 
carefully when you're looking for a new computer— 
and don't be afraid to negotiate. Just because the 
sign says Lowest Price” doesn’t mean it can't be 
lower. Also, ask them to throw in some software, 
discs, guidebooks, etc. 


Tait: 


of these tools and 


One of the best parts of college and university is 
what you gain outside the classroom, but after 
paying for tuition, books and all the other expenses 
where do you find money to spend on fun? Before 
resigning yourself to a few years without a social 
life, consider CanLearn Interactive's suggestions 
for low-budget Entertainment. You can learn about 
dozens of free or inexpensive campus activities, 
figure out how to give generous gifts for next to 
nothing, get tips on savings for everything from 
concerts to movies, and even discover great ways 
to have a good time at home. 


, 


All students spend time travelling at some point— 
whether you're planning a trip home to visit your 
parents or dreaming about relaxing on the beach 
during Spring Break. CanLearn Interactive's 
Travel Guide is an invaluable resource for student 
travelers, providing information on low-budget 
transportation and accommodations (both 
domestic and international), tips for staying safe 
and healthy while abroad, and links to student 
travel associations. 


By 2004, more than 70% of all new jobs created in Canada will require some form 
of post-secondary education. Your decision to pursue a post-secondary education Is 
one of the most important decisions you can make. The first thing you need to do is 

create a learning and career plan. The tools and resources at CanLearn Interactive 

(www.canlearn.ca) are a good place to start. Check out and check-off each of 

these important steps before making big decisions about your future. 


The CanLearn Interactive Checklist—Build Your Plan 


Identify Your Skills and Interests 


L} Explore learning opportunities, set goals and 
get your bearings. The Student Planner can 
help you answer questions about what you can 
study at the post-secondary level. 


Explore Potential Fields of Study 
and Occupations 


_} Learn more about the world of learning 
and careers. For news, tips and handy advice 
on learning for students, you can read 
The Learning Edge, a dally e-zine. 


a Investigate job market trends and salaries 
of occupations that appeal to you. Link to the 
Occupations Database in the Student Planner 
section at CanLearn Interactive to find out 
how you can use labour market information 
to successfully plan your career. 


Choose a Program of Study and a 
Post-Secondary Education Institution 


LY Review program and apprenticeship opportuni- 
ties, admission requirements and application 
procedures for colleges and universities. The 
Program Search and the Provincial/Territorial 
Programs and Services search are ideal online 
tools to explore your options. 


L) Compare the programs and services offered 
at different colleges, universities, CEGEPs 
and commercial trainers to help you choose 


the right one for you. The Consumer’s Guide 
to Learning will help you make informed 
decisions about your educational options. 


Finance Your Learning 


L) Figure out what you're getting into financially 
by calculating the cost of post-secondary 
education. You can assess your finances with 
the Student Financial Planner, a tool to help 
you balance your income with all the costs of 
living and learning. 


LL} Research scholarships, grants and awards 
that could be available to help you finance your 
education. Discover which ones you may be 
eligible for by using the Scholarship Search. 


LD it you still require assistance in financing your 
education, check out the National Student 
Loans Service Centre for information on 
student loans and Canada Study Grants. 


Look for Full-Time, Part-Time or 
Summer Employment 


LJ Check out the Youth Employment Information 
Web site at www.youth.gc.ca for helpful 
information on full- and part-time jobs. Looking 
for a Job features sections on applying for jobs, 
preparing résumés and cover letters, and 
getting ready for interviews. 


LY visit your local Human Resources Development 
Canada Office or visit www.youth.gc.ca for 
information on job opportunities in your area. 
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